
 

 

2019 Candidate Questionnaire 
 

Adrian Hayes-Santos 
  
1. Do you support the City of Gainesville setting Zero Waste goals and implementing a Zero 

Waste plan to not only increase recycling rates but also reduce per capita waste 
generation? Yes/No. Please explain why.  

 
Yes! I have lead the charge on the commission for the city to become Zero Waste and I fully 
support this goal. We must start taking action now to reduce the amount of waste that we 
are creating to ensure that we are protecting our environment for future generations.  In 
2017, I released a white paper “Zero Waste - Recommendations for the City to Move Towards 
Zero Waste” that outlines my 17 point plan for the city to move towards becoming Zero 
Waste.  
 
2. Now that the city has passed a plastic bag and expanded polystyrene ban, would you 

support funding for a reusable takeout container program? Yes/No. Please explain why. 
 
Yes! As the leading advocate on the commission to ban single-use plastic bags and expanded 
polystyrene,  I support looking for ways to reduce waste even further than just the bans. 
Additionally,  I’m very interested in the city supporting a reusable takeout container program.  
 
3. Following the example of other cities who are leading the way to zero waste, would you 

support mandatory residential recycling? Yes/No. Please explain why.  
 
Yes! I fully support mandatory residential recycling and it is one of the 17 points in my plan 
for Gainesville becoming Zero Waste. I plan to introduce legislation for mandatory residential 
recycling this year. Mandatory residential recycling has shown to increase recycling rates in 
cities that have passed similar ordinances.  
 
4. Diverting the excess waste from restaurants and grocery stores will significantly improve 

recycling rates for the city. Do you support a business food waste ordinance that would 
require businesses that generate a certain amount of food waste to source separate and 
recycle/compost it? Yes/No. Please explain why.  

 
Yes! I fully support a food waste ordinance and it is one of the 17 points in my plan for 
Gainesville becoming Zero Waste. I plan to introduce legislation for a food waste ordinance 
this year, as well as a pilot program for residential pickup of compost. Food waste accounts 
for about 25% of landfill waste. Diverting the excess waste from restaurants and grocery 
stores will significantly reduce waste sent to landfills.  
 
 
 



 

 

 
5. To incentivize small businesses to improve their recycling and not require them to 

have an individual commercial dumpster, will you support a change in city’s recycling 
ordinance to allow small businesses in or near residential areas to use residential bins for 
collection? Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 
Yes! I fully support allowing small businesses that are near residentials areas to use 
residential bins for collection, and it is one of the 17 points in my plan for Gainesville 
becoming Zero Waste. This policy will both reduce costs for small businesses and increase 
recycling rates.  
 
6. One of the largest areas of waste within a city is through construction and demolition. 

Would you support a change in our recycling ordinance to incentivize all construction and 
demolition activities and ask developers to source separate, reuse materials, and recycle 
the remaining waste? Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 
Yes! I fully support incentivizing all construction and demolition activities, and for developers 
to source separate, reuse materials, and recycle the remaining waste. It is one of the 17 
points in my plan for Gainesville becoming Zero Waste. Gainesville should encourage on-site 
recycling like many other cities that have goals to be Zero Waste. Gainesville should look to 
replicate models like Lee County’s that have been successful in reducing waste.  
 
 
 
7. One of the areas that requires the most improvement with recycling in Gainesville is multi-

family units. Currently Multi-family complexes only see 3-4% participation in recycling. 
Would you support requiring multi-family properties to provide each housing unit with 
recycling bins that will allow them to separate paper and plastic recyclables as well as 
transporting the recyclables to the community dumpster in a more efficient manner? 
Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 
Yes! I fully support requiring multi-family properties to supply recycling bins to residents that 
allow for easy transport. I also support requiring multi-family properties to install recycling 
bins next to every waste recpitcal. By requiring recycling to be as convenient as waste 
collection, it will encourage tenants to be more conscious about their waste disposal. These 
policies are part of my 17 point plan for Gainesville becoming a Zero Waste city.  
 
8. Would you support a change to the city’s recycling policy that requires publicly provided 

trash cans to be accompanied by appropriate recycling receptacles? Yes/No. Please explain 
why. 

 
Yes! I fully support having recycling next to every publicly provided trash can. By making 

recycling easier and a normal part of life, more people will recycle. This is one of the 17 
points in my plan for Gainesville becoming Zero Waste.  



 

 

 
9. Currently, there is no regulation on bin colors leading to many private companies 

using their own colors. By designing dumpsters and bins to have specific colors with proper 
messaging, individuals will be more likely to participate. Would you support establishing 
uniform messaging on all dumpsters and recycling containers to assist individuals and 
businesses recycling (ZWG recommends Recycle Across America)? Yes/No. Please explain 
why. 

 
Yes! I fully support an ordinance that will require uniform messaging on all dumpsters and 
recycling containers. Establishing uniform messaging on dumpsters and recycling containers 
will assist individuals and businesses to recycle. This is also one of the 17 points in my plan for 
Gainesville becoming Zero Waste.  
 

https://www.recycleacrossamerica.org/bins

