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1. Do you support the City of Gainesville setting Zero Waste goals and implementing a Zero 

Waste plan to not only increase recycling rates but also reduce per capita waste 
generation? Yes/No. Please explain why.  

 
Yes, I support setting Zero Waste goals and I believe that there is a moral imperative to 
implementing a Zero Waste plan for the city of Gainesville. We must ensure that our 
environment and community are protected for future generations. We must act locally to 
respond to this national crisis.  

. 
2. Now that the city has passed a plastic bag and expanded polystyrene ban, would you 

support funding for a reusable takeout container program? Yes/No. Please explain why. 
 

I believe that it is important to support the small businesses who may need assistance as we 
transition into a plastic bag and expanded polystyrene ban and I would support an attempt 
to help mitigate the financial costs for our local small business. This can also be 
accomplished at the point of sale.  

 
3. Following the example of other cities who are leading the way to zero waste, would you 

support mandatory residential recycling? Yes/No. Please explain why.  
 

Yes, I would support expanding our compulsory recycling program. One of our targets for 
residential recycling is the large apartment complexes which frequently have either limited 
or no recycling options. I believe that our city can qualify for outside grants which when 
mixed with city investment will help us become a leader in residential recycling.  

 
4. Diverting the excess waste from restaurants and grocery stores will significantly improve 

recycling rates for the city. Do you support a business food waste ordinance that would 
require businesses that generate a certain amount of food waste to source separate and 
recycle/compost it? Yes/No. Please explain why.  

 
Yes, I support a comprehensive overhaul of our business recycling programs which would 
lead to our restaurant and grocers composting and recycling their waste programs. I am also 
open to exploring other collection methods that allow for organic separation via 
technology.  

 
5. To incentivize small businesses to improve their recycling and not require them to have an 

individual commercial dumpster, will you support a change in city’s recycling ordinance to 
allow small businesses in or near residential areas to use residential bins for collection? 
Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 



 
 

Yes, I think we should be incentivizing our small businesses to recycle and not harming 
them with the burden of the cost of large commercial dumpsters they may not need. If the 
business’ size is appropriate and does not require the scale of a commercial dumpster, then 
yes, they should be allowed to use a residential or potentially a “small business” sized bin.  

 
6. One of the largest areas of waste within a city is through construction and demolition. 

Would you support a change in our recycling ordinance to incentivize all construction and 
demolition activities and ask developers to source separate, reuse materials, and recycle 
the remaining waste? Yes/No. Please explain why. 
 
Absolutely, Gainesville is lucky to have a large upcycling and recycling industry. I think the 
city can play a role in facilitating a partnership between these groups. I think that a change 
in recycling ordinance to implement a minimum recycling standard would be good for our 
city. 

 
7. One of the areas that requires the most improvement with recycling in Gainesville is multi-

family units. Currently Multi-family complexes only see 3-4% participation in recycling. 
Would you support requiring multi-family properties to provide each housing unit with 
recycling bins that will allow them to separate paper and plastic recyclables as well as 
transporting the recyclables to the community dumpster in a more efficient manner? 
Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 
I would support this, I believe that in our larger complexes there should be a bin for every 
apartment and a system to facilitate the efficient recycling process. This would go in hand 
with a plan to implement compulsory residential recycling.  

 
8. Would you support a change to the city’s recycling policy that requires publicly provided 

trash cans to be accompanied by appropriate recycling receptacles? Yes/No. Please explain 
why. 

 
Absolutely, The University of Florida’s campus does a fantastic job of having trash recycling 
and receptacles together and I think we can learn from their designs. There are a lot of 
outside groups who offer grants to cities and municipalities and I believe that Gainesville is 
a fantastic city to be a leader in this area.  

 
9. Currently, there is no regulation on bin colors leading to many private companies using their 

own colors. By designing dumpsters and bins to have specific colors with proper messaging, 
individuals will be more likely to participate. Would you support establishing uniform 
messaging on all dumpsters and recycling containers to assist individuals and businesses 
recycling (ZWG recommends Recycle Across America)? Yes/No. Please explain why. 

 
The City of Gainesville recycling guidelines refer to the traditional Orange and Blue bins 
which are used in the city. I think uniformity across the city would help improve user 

https://www.recycleacrossamerica.org/bins


 
 

participation and I would be interested in partnering with our local recycling/waste 
companies to pursue a uniform code. 


